
Quita:

I have a very good friend that used to be pretty well known in McCoy circles.  As a matter of fact the McCoy circle kind of started with her.  

You old timers will remember Jean Bushnell.  She published the first McCoy newsletter – Our McCoy Matters – and later the NM Express.  Well kids, Jean has been busy.  She has written a book!  It’s called Fortune in H.E.L.L. and I’m reading it right now.  It’s great and it sounds so much like Jean and the way she used to write the newsletters that I feel as though she’s telling a story just for me.  

Here’s the synopsis that appears on the back of the book and following that is a kind of cyber interview that Jean and I did. 

Fortune In H.E.L.L.

Successful mystery writers, Matt and Abbie Tartingale, created a popular series of books about a clever secretary named Fortune Cassidy who solved crimes with the help of her boss, the aging patriarch of a prestigious law firm. But when Matt dies of cancer, Abbie's perfect world is destroyed. Short on funds and grieving, Abbie moves in with her sister and soon accepts a temporary job with a well-respected Denver law firm with the unfortunate acronym of HEL&L. And then a beautiful young associate is murdered and life begins to imitate art as Abbie finds that investigating a death in the real world is much more dangerous than writing about it. This compelling debut novel introduces an engaging heroine who is bound to become one of the genre's favorite sleuths.

I emailed Jean some questions and she answered.  I thought you old timers would find what we reminisced about very interesting.

Quita:
I can’t believe I’m sitting here holding a copy of your book.  ‘Course I always knew you were going to write one… that was the main reason you gave up doing the first McCoy newsletter, right?

JeanB: 
Well that was my plan at the time, but a lot of years came and went before I finally got it done.

Quita:
The good old OMM.  Boy, that really takes us back aways, doesn’t it?  

JeanB:
All the way back to 1988, wasn’t it?  OMM seemed like the perfect way to combine my two great loves – McCoy pottery and writing.  And I loved writing the newsletter.  The problem was that back in those days, the actual work of physically putting together a newsletter was so time consuming that it took me away from any creative writing.  Looking back on OMM it is almost laughable with all the technology that is available today.  I actually used to use a Xerox machine to shrink text down in size and then paste it to sheet of paper alongside real photographs and then re-copy it.  

Quita:
We loved it regardless – grainy, fuzzy pictures and all.  It was the first real link McCoy collectors had.  

JeanB:
It was fun, wasn’t it?  Quita’s Corner was the only article I could always count on for accuracy and solid information.  Nelson and Billie McCoy were our celebrities and they were always available to rescue me when I got too far afield with anything.  Remember Roscoe Stovall and the Cookie Jar World.  Ahhh…. Good times.

Quita:
Well, girlfriend, there’s quite a gap of time between the end of OMM and the NMX and Fortune in H.E.L.L. that just came out last month.  Did you write in between?

JeanB:
Off and on.  I belonged to several writers groups and I probably wrote a hundred or so short stories.  Course I’ve always worked and most of those years I was raising kids.  So the only time I really had to write was late at night.  Back when we still lived in Maryland I had a hellacious commute – nearly an hour and a half each way.  During those days I had a hand held dictaphone and would dictate my stories creeping into and out of D.C. on Route 50.  Then after the kids were asleep, I’d type out what I’d recorded.  Most of it was pretty forgettable.

Quita: 
Did any of your stories get published?

JeanB:
A few.  That was at the very end of actual short story magazines like Ellery Queen and Drama Alley and the beginning of the internet and a new form of entertainment called the eZine.  I was always sending off stories to websites like Hand Held Crime and Dark Moon Rising.  Several stories ended up on those two sites, but of course, none of them paid any money.

Quita:
So when did you write this book?

JeanB:
I started Fortune in H.E.L.L. years ago – probably around 1990 but I never finished it.  It was just an idea and a few random chapters.  In 2000 I came across the draft and almost pitched it, but something made me save it.  And I started working on it again.  I had to update all kinds of things – characters had to use cell phones and lawyers had to have lap tops, but the plot was still reasonably current.  I finished it in 2003 and gave it to my girls as a Christmas present.

Quita:
And did they like it?

JeanB:
They would have preferred gift cards.  But they had to at least pretend to like it since I’m their mama.  But I let some other people read it and they thought it was worth sending to publishers or agents or whatever one did when one has produced a great American novel.

Quita:
So did you send it around?

JeanB:
Oh you bet – I bought a copy of the Writers Market and literally started down the alphabet.  I sent out a ton of query letters that included a synopsis and the first three chapters?

Quta:
And it was immediately snapped up and you got a big advance check, right?

JeanB:
Not so much.  What I got was a ton of rejection letters.  Some of them were really mean – like the one where somebody scribbled “everybody things they’re a writer” across the front of my query letter.  The closest I came was when some woman from the Liza Dawson Agency asked to see the whole book (see, I had gotten all the way through the D’s).  The Dawson agency is a pretty prominent agency that represents writers and I got all excited.  I sent the manuscript to her and she had it for three months or so.  Finally she wrote back and her note said “Shows promise.  I’d like to see your next book.”  That kind of response would have put me right over the moon had I been 30, but at 55, I was none to sure there would be another book.  So, I kind of gave up on the idea and put my dream away.

Quita:
So what happened then?  How did Pronghorn Press get the book?

JeanB:
That’s the funny part.  Pronghorn Press is a little tiny publisher just getting started.  It’s located near my hometown of Greybull, Wyoming.  The senior editor shops at my brother Ron’s grocery store.  Ron called me one day last year and said he wanted me to send the draft of my book to her.  I did it just to please him but I didn’t really think anything was going to happen.

Quita:
Well?

JeanB:
She said she wanted to publish it, but that she couldn’t pay me for it, but we’d share any profit from its sale.  She helped me polish it a little – drafts went back and forth over the next 6 months or so, but finally we agreed it was as good as it was every going to be.  She personally designed the cover and I loved it.  The release date was October 15.

Quita:
Well I think it’s great.  It’s funny and held my attention.  It’s the kind of book that could spin out into a series.  Is that where you’re going with this?  Will there be another Fortune adventure?  Kind of like Sue Grafton’s alphabet books about Kinsey Milhone or Diana Mott Davidson’s Goldie Bear books?

JeanB:
I hope so.  I’m working on a second story right now.  I feel like the characters are members of my own family – it’s easy to know what they are going to do and say, I just have to plot out what happens next?

Quita:
That sounds familiar isn’t that the way you used to end your columns back in the old OMM days.

JeanB:
Yup.  Pretty much, after all these years, I’m still waiting to see what happens next.  I’m so glad you are giving me the chance to tell old McCoy friends about the book. 

Quita:
There’s one more thing I gotta ask.  Do you collect McCoy anymore?

JeanB:
I don’t collect anymore, but I still have a collection.  All the flower forms are displayed in my kitchen and I’ve never parted with a single piece of brown and green stoneware.  I love it all just as much as ever.  In my living room I have two paintings by Toni Grotti – one called McCoy Vase with Flowers and the other is McCoy Sand Dollar Vase.  They’re the focal point of the room and of course I have the real version of each piece on the mantel below them.  I’ve never stopped loving McCoy, but I really don’t buy much anymore.

Quita:
Well that’s a relief.  I wouldn’t want to think of Jean Bushnell without any McCoy.  So, back to the book  – here’s your chance– how can all your McCoy friends get a copy of Fortune in H.E.L.L?

JeanB:
It’s available in some stores, mostly in the Rocky Mountain Regions, but also through Amazon.com (that’s where it’s the cheapest), Borders and Barnes & Noble online stores, and, of course, from me if they’d like to have an autographed copy.  I have a website.  Course it’s note nearly as fancy as yours, Quita, but it’s out there.  JeanBushnell.com.  Or they can email me – my email address hasn’t changed since the days when you and I looked for McCoy together – Jean4mccoy@aol.com.  I’d really love to hear from friends we had back then.

Quita:
Thanks Jean – it’s been great talking a little trash after all these years.  And I’ve got my fingers crossed for the book.  I think it should be a best seller!


